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In the last issue of Check It Out, Part
I of this article  began a discussion of
how a researcher can  find the law
and legal structure of  countries
throughout the world.  This article
highlighted resources available to
obtain a general understanding about
a nation’s legal structure as well as
materials  for finding bibliographic
information on a specific country and
subject. Also, methods of finding
treatises and foreign law reporters
and codes were discussed.  In this
month’s continuation, the options of
law periodicals and computer-
assisted resources for finding foreign
law will be covered.
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Finding Foreign Law in Law
Periodicals

If a researcher cannot find a treatise
that covers the needed foreign legal
issue, the next logical source is law
review and journal articles. A search
should not be limited to journals
published in the country involved;
many U.S. legal periodicals will
include articles which highlight legal
issues  of individual foreign countries.
A first step in looking for law
periodicals  would be to search
LEGALTRAC , the CD-ROM and
web-based database available in the
Law Library; this index will be
particularly valuable for finding
recent articles covering important
matters of legal controversy of
interest to the  legal communities of
the U.S., Britain, Canada, Ireland,
Australia and New Zealand.  Other
indexes which may be of help are the
Index to Legal Periodical Literature
(K33/.I45), Index to Foreign Legal
Periodicals  (K33/.I56) and Index to
Canad ian  Lega l  L i t e r a tu re
(KE176/.I45), found on the Index
shelf, Lower Level, West wall.

Foreign Law on the ‘Net

Another resource that is evolving
rapidly as a source of information in
all areas, including laws of foreign
countries, is the World Wide Web.
Whenever using this information,
however, the researcher should
always use caution in relying upon
its use; particularly when the
information is not fee-based,  the web
master’s motivation to provide

accurate and current information may
be negligible.  

One of the more prominent sites for
finding foreign law on the internet is
the Global Legal Information Network
o f   L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s
( h t t p : / / l c w e b 2 . l o c . g o v / l a w / -
GLINv1/GLIN.html).  This page
reveals  links to an abundance of
foreign web sites, many designed to
provide full-text presentations of
constitutions, codes and regulations
of a particular country.  Other
websites which provide abundant
links to foreign law include FindLaw
at  h t tp : / /www. f ind law.com/ -
search/l ist .html , LawGuru at
http://www.lawguru.com/ilawlib/-
52.htm, (a site maintained by Indiana
Universi ty) ,  Cornell’s  Legal
I n f o r m a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e
http://www.law.cornell.edu/world, and
Washburn University’s website at
http://www.washlaw.edu/forint/-
forintmain.html.  Finally, a German
website which lists countries in
alphabetical order by their German

See Foreign Law, Page 2




